Libertarians in our sample are conservative on economic issues and relatively liberal (compared to conservatives) on social issues.




The above graph is made using questions asked at registration about whether individuals considered themselves liberal or conservative on social or economic issues.  The same pattern occurs if we ask about individual social issues.




While libertarians in our sample are not quite as liberal on social issues as liberals, they are definitely more liberal on social issues than self-identified conservatives. The mean libertarian position on abortion is somewhere between allowing abortion to be generally available (coded as 1) and believing abortion should be available with limits (2), while many conservatives believe that abortion should be illegal except in life threatening cases (3) or completely illegal (4).  Many libertarians are for legal same sex marriage (1), while many conservatives believe in just civil unions (2) or in neither (3).





In hypothetical allocation tasks, libertarians are very similar to conservatives in that they are more likely than liberals to allocate resources according to who contributed more to accumulating those resources (equity).  They are similarly less likely than liberals to allocate resources equally or according to who needs the resources most.

