Libertarians life satisfaction is slightly lower and less related to horizontal collectivism, compared to other groups.

Relationships have been found to be essential for human happiness (Eid & Larsen, 2008; Ryan & Deci, 2000). It is plausible that libertarians are an exception to this finding and that relationships play less of a role in their subjective well-being.
Are libertarian social preferences dispositional?  If the libertarian social style is indeed the result of a moralization of a preference (Rozin, 2001), we should see a different relationship between certain social types of social interaction and reports of life satisfaction for self-identified libertarians.  To test this, we examined relationships between the four subscales of Individualism-Collectivism and the Satisfaction with Life Scale (Diener, Emmons, Larsen, & Griffin, 1985) scale, which is a widely used measure of subjective well-being.  The measure was completed by 19,526 participants and 2,131 of those participants (207 libertarians) also completed the individualism-collectivism scale.  First, we observed that in the wider sample, conservatives reported higher levels of life satisfaction than liberals, replicating Brooks’ (2008) findings, while libertarians scored slightly lower than both groups (d = -.08 compared to liberals, p<.01; d = -.21 compared to conservatives, p<.001).  We then entered each subscale of the individualism-collectivism scale into separate regression equations, along with a variable representing self-identification as libertarian and an interaction term.  Analyses indicated that three of the interaction terms, for Vertical Individualism (p = .24), Horizontal Individualism (p = .18), and Vertical Collectivism (p = .30), were nonsignificant.  A significant interaction was found for Horizontal Collectivism (p < .01) and that interaction is depicted in Figure 3, which shows that statements of horizontal collectivism (e.g. “I feel good when I cooperate with others.”) are less related to self reported life satisfaction in libertarians compared to non-libertarians.  This suggests that libertarians’ subjective well-being is less dependent on their relationship with others.
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 Horizontal Collectivism is more positively associated with life satisfaction in non-libertarians than in libertarians.
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